Family violence. Development of a master's level specialty track in family abuse.
Family violence is a societal reality. It will not disappear if society closes its eyes and fails to recognize its existence. When this is done, the abusive cycle is perpetuated. The specialty track described in this article was the nation's first graduate nursing educational program in the area of Family Violence. This program demonstrates nursing's potential contribution to the development of competent professionals with the expertise necessary to intervene in the abusive cycle.